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eontd * JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS, SR.FAMILY 
: op 

JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS was a Baptist Minister. Was pagyor of Pacers 2! 
Baptist Church at one time and they kirved in the, neighborhood. — ae ae 
He was a member of the Second Regt. of Miss. Caypiry, CSA. (His. sword... 
is in the Masonic Lodge at Suqpalena, Lauderdale Countyge Mississippi.) ° — 
He served as a Pvt. in Company C. of this Regt. -- Company C. was known: 
as Lauderdale Cavalry of Lauderdale County» He enlisted March 8, 1862, at 


Lauderdale. 
FROM: Department of Archives and Bistory - Jackson, Mississippi. *. 


Company C --- surrendered at Citronell, Ala., May 4, 1865 and was 
parolled at Gainesville, Ala., May/H, 1865.. (See copy of roster. ) 
12 - Blanks, Jas. Private ‘Lauderdale Go., Miss." fe. 
FROM vhotostat of Muster Roll - National Archives, Washington, De. Ce 


Celia Ann (Powell) Blanks - dtr of: 


John Osbourn Powell “i2 
B. November 29, 1793, in Newbern, Craven Count N.C. 
D. December 12, 1863, in Yantley, Choctaw County, Ala. 


And Mary Sloan | ‘ a 
B. February 25, 1795, in Chinquapin, Duplin County, N.C. 


5 ee 


D.July 5, 1874, in Yantley, Choctaw County, Ala. 


Both buried Concord Baptist Church Gemetery, Yantley, Choc taw County, Ala. 


a. 


sd ad ly 
‘He, : > 


tLutie” (Smith) Blanks entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's home July 9, . - 
1931 and at that time was 80 years of age indicating she was born in” °s 


1851. ‘She died August 28, 1933, and was buried in Beauvo emetery." 
FROM: Beauvoir, Jefferson Davis Shrine Records. ae — 
She was:the widow of William Smith and had two. known. sons: Charlie, 


md. Nora Pierce and Willie md. Cora Williams. Elmex Smith who ran 
"The Spot" here in Meridian for years, is a son of Willie and Mrs. 
Nolie’Glascock is a daughter, | 


1860. CENSUS RECORD - LAUDERDALE COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI - Beat No. 3 - 


Daleville - p. 89 - No. 027/607 : 
J. L. BLANKS Age 34 Farmer Born in Georgia 
Ann C.* . 2&7 Dom. Bus. NC. . 
Sr John | 5 Miss. 
6\l/y William . 3 Miss. 
James 8/12 Miss. 


(Don't under stand the "Ann C." as her name was Celia Ann Powell) | 


Re 


“Tey, 
i 3 ee 


“SON OF WILLIAM HENRY, SH; AND NARCISSA (YOUNG) BLANKS 


1. 7 
JAMES LAFAYETTE BLANKS, SR. 
B. January 3, 1825, in Georgia ~- probably Greene County. 


D. May 30, 1896, in Lauderdale County, Mississippi a | 
Buried - Sugualena Cemetery, Suqualena, Lauderde. e County, Mis iesiy shy | 


Married lst. DAUGHTER OF JOHN OSBCURN POWELL, III AND HI 7 
0 WIFE, MARY SLOAN ae es 
ana be SE, ME 133 CELIA ANN, POWELL 

MeN'S Seer'ss 385° North Carolina D~ScpetGbh35 me a 

3 : 2? Buried - Hickory GGrove Baptist Church cemetery, | 


| een Bs Lizeria Lauderdale County Missisgippi - 
nS peaptn 2! Mamie, : 


~ Marrted - October 8, 1853,- Yantley, Choctaw County, Alabania 


1: 


CHILDREN - (All born in Lauderdale County, Mississippi) 


l. John Powell Blanks, b. December 3, 1854, doutlpyésiker 21, 1932, 
Lauderdale County, Mississippi. Buried in Suqualena Cemetery, at 
Sugualena, Lauderdale County, Mississippi. He did not marry. ae 
Worked for GM&O Railroad. There is no marker on his grave. 

* 2. William David Blanks, b. September 1, 185%. (See Later) (- 
* 3. dames Lafayette, Blanks, Jr., b. December 8, 1859. (See Later) — = 


* 4, Yefferson Franklin Blanks, b. February 17, se ae eI 


a, Ocr. ops Kye) y. 
@b -5, Robert Allen Blanks, b. June 10, 1865, died ty shes "an is a 


buried beside his mother in Hickory Grove Baptist @hurch Cemetery; 
lLizelia, Lauderdale County, peep ie awe 


* 6. Laural Matilda Blanks, bs 


Mississipri, a | oo ae IQ7 wer ae reo a i ‘ % 
* 7, Mary Ann Eliza "Mollie" Eeanke bs August Bi”, (See. Later) 


oe Ceuwa 
nsw \ fe Be pb 


Married 2nd. | ‘ ah tas, 

AND «IDOW OF WILLIAM SMITH pec *t 

LOUISE VICTORIA "LUTI:E" (POCL) SMITH 

B. 1851 

D. August 28, 1933, in Biloxi, Harrison County, 
Mississippi Spa? 

Buried - Beauvoir Gemetery, Biloxi, Harrison County, 

Mississippi 55 


Married - December 27, 1886 - Lauderdale County, Mississippi 


Children: - None 


Continued next page” . 
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4 By JIMMY THOMPSON 
_ On September 9, 1870 three 
ministers and a group of 
citizens gathered at Litchfield 
“schoolhouse near Collinsville. 
The result of that meeting was 
the formation of Pine Grove 
Baptist Church, located a half 
ails to the east. 
' The centennial year wil] i 
. Celebrated today at Pine 
. Grove Baptist Church, located 
. four miles east of Collinsville 


with Sunday School at 10 a. m.. 


‘and the worship service at 11. 
“Training Union will be at 6:30 
‘with the worship service at 7 
p. m. Prayer meeting is held 
fat the church at 8 on Wednes- 
day night. 

~N. L. Clarke, for whom 
€larke Junior College was 
“named, J. L. Blanks and A. 
Gressett (the church’s first 
“pastor) were the ministers 
a Who established the church. 

- Present: at the formation 


0. S. Moore, lanchinic Cl 


NAR TN VON ORO R AN AAC AR RAR ON Aneta, NUON eee eee cere e eee eee ree 


were Joshua McLemore, C. N. 
Yarbrough, 0. G. Brown, W. 
J. McNair, B. N. Williams, 


John Mosley, E. Mosley, John . 


Wood, Mary E. McLemore, 
Sara 
Ann Ezelle and Julia Ezelle. 

During the 100 years, 


people have been baptized at 


Pine Grove. 


A new church was built be-. 


tween 1908 and 1910 and the 
. present building in 1952. 

The. celebration’ will include 
dinner on the grounds at 12:30 
with an after noon 
begining at 2 o’ clock. 
. Features of. the affair will be 


the church history, recognition 


of former pastors, a message 


by a former. pastor and the _ 
fashioned 


wearing of old 
clothes of a century ago. 

But clothing was not the 
only difference between the 
old and the new. 

On September 21, 


P. Yarbrough, Rebecca: 


807. 
brother was requested to at- 


service : 


name was 


. 1870 the fellowship” of the church 


1 


Joshua McLemore, O. G. 
“Brown and C. N. Yarbrough 
were chosen for a committee 
to prepare “rules of decorum’”’ 
for the church. On October 22 
the committee asked for more 


time, which was granted. 


-On February 18, i871 a 
tend the next regular meeting 
of the conference and answer 
to charges that he had been 
dancing. 

On March 4 the brother ap- 
peared before the conference 
and said he had danced and 
that he was sorry. The church 
pardoned him. ~ 

At the July meeting a sister 
confessed to the charge that 
she’ had danced, and was 
pardoned. 

On September 2 1971 a 
brother was liferated to ex- 
ercise in public. A sister’s 
“withdrawn from. 


k —Photos By SInany “Thompson 


erk At Pine Grove Baptist 


‘first clerk, 


rove Baptist Marks 100th 


‘because she had joined 
church which was not Con 
os orthodox. .| ., 


- In-October, 1871 0.G. ‘Broin 
was chosen as a deacon;:: ee 
In July of 1872 two brother 
admitted to having beét 
drunk, saying that they were 
sorry and the church pardonec 
them. eo ao 
For swearing or having 
“conduct unbecoming a Chris- 
tian” the church usually 
ejected a brother or sister, 
lack of attendance often cou- 
pled with their transgression. 
Mediated Differences 


Another responsibility. 
assumed by the early church‘ 
was to mediate differences’ 
between members of the’ 
church, one such event oc- 
curring at the May 1, mae 
meeting. 

These records were kept tor’ 
the most part by one man ‘and - 
his son, who served as clerks 
of the church for approx: 
imately 95 years of the 
church's 100 year span. : 

Joshua McLemore was: the: 
leaving to ‘help. 
organize the Oak Grove: 
church at Bonita about three: 
vears later. 

W. G. H. Moore then. 
became the clerk, keeping the” 
church records for the next 55. 
years. His son, O. S. Moore” 
then kept the record for the: 
next 40 years. 


Moore passed the clerk’s joh’ 
on to Steve Tucker siaeae a 


‘year ago. i 


Rev. James E. Seiichi, this? 
present pastor, is the third - 
Stephens to serve the Pine. 
Grove church, which still" 
stands in the approximate spot 
where it was first constructed | 
a century ago. i 


. 


#.  -O. S. Moore, 


‘By JIMMY THOMPSON | 

On September 9, 1870 three 
ministers and a group of 
-eitizens gathered at Litchfield 
“schoolhouse near Collinsville. 
“The result of that meeting was 
the formation of Pine Grove 


‘Baptist Church, located_a half 
nile to the east. 
' The centennial year will be 


taleirated today at Pine 
Grove Baptist Church, located 


5 Eman Sea BV aco sands 


Longtime Clerk At Pine Grove Baptist 


were J oshua McLemore, C, N. 
Yarbrough, O. G. Brown, W. 
J. MeNair, B. N. Williams, 
John Mosley, E. Mosley, John 
Wood, Mary E. McLemore, 
Sara P. Yarbrough, 
Ann Ezelle and Julia Ezelle. . 

During the 100 years, 807. . 
people have been baptized at 
Pine Grove. . 


A new church was built be- - 


tween 1908 and 1910 and the 


aed ae 
THE MERIDIAN STAR 


Rebecca: 
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ine Grove Baptist Marks 100th — 


0. G. 
‘Brown and C. N. Yarbrough 
were chosen for a committee 
to prepare “rules of decorum” 
for the church. On October 22 
the committee asked for more 
, time, which was granted. 


Joshua McLemore, 


“On February 18, i871 a 


brother was requested to at- 


tend the next regular meeting 
of the conference and answer 
to charges that he..had hean 


‘Sunday, September-20, j 970 


‘first 


because she had joined ‘a 
church which was not con. 


os orthodox, 2, 8. 
- In: ‘October 1871 0. G..Brown 
was chosen as a deacon:: is Bt 
In July of 1872 two brothers 
admitted to having beén* 
drunk, saying that they were 
sorry and the church pardoned’: 
them. 
For swearing or “having 
“conduct unbecoming a Chris-. 
tian’”’ the church usually - 
ejected a brother or sister, , 
lack of attendance often cou- | 
pled with their transgression. | 
Mediated Differences : 
Another _ responsibility; 
assumed by the early church 
was to mediate difference 
between members of the @ 
church, one such event. oc- 
curring at the May 1, 1875 
meeting. 


These records were kept for 
the most part by one man ‘and - 
his son, who served as clerk: 
of the. church for approx" 
imately 95 years of the : 
church’s 100 year span. 7 

Joshua McLemore was the: 
clerk, leaving to ‘help: 
organize the Oak Grove? 
church at Bonita about three” 
years later. M 


MG. OE. Moore then” 
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rye ' Poa SECOND REGIMENT<CAVALRY = 2 ee 
orty-seventh in the consecutive list, called Beak ea oat in early rolls end 


Fourth in official reports. 


Coloneis--As Pe. Mason, .n not confirmed. Se Le Woosrty, ‘James. ‘Sondon, .Samand ‘banton), 
assigned July 21, 18646. 83 oon =: c 

Lieute - Colonel--James: Gordone ; oy nee ae 
Majors--J. Le Harris,: John J. Perry. me ae 
Adjutant--John Ae. Wiley, 1864~-65~-... arc a ae 
Asste, Surgeons--Thomas. Gaddis, 1862-65; . De Me, 0a 
Quartermaster=-Je.De Wade, . 1861-654. .. cay Cages 
Non-comnisstoned., gtaff.in December, - -1664---T, - 
Yin. He Brown, ‘Quartermaster-Sergeant; | Ag MeAly ine, .C 
Orderly; W..Be Anderson, Color Sergeant; Be 39 needa ‘Bugler. |. ae oe ele 


tecdedesecnececnoesececsssacenewenesees 


santenereeecrecncreeeerteen erreur y 


Company: C, “Teudérdale cavalry, of Lepderaals ‘County, entteted Eien, ‘1662; 
a wt erdale. . . - a etd ag oe 


captdtnes- We ‘Ve Raney, William A, niserae °°, ie 
First Lieuténants--Viilliam As Rogers, Ne Re Genta are 
Second Lieutenants--J. Me De McElroy, de Pe Visions are nee 
third Lhoutenent--S. Je Willise. |. fees oy 
errrerrr trite ‘ = 
ETN te 


jepinsit~~Cavalrre 


colivieis-~Pates: Be. -starke,- ‘Joshua.Ts. “MoBes,. cantata aetk: 2 ye6s 7 
Lieutenant Colonels-~Same2 W. Ferguson, . promoted “Brigadier, ‘General; ‘ah 
comitssfoned May 10, 18633 S...Se. Champ Lor pdt 15-ONGO ADI asister 
Majors--Edward .fs« Jones, captured Sar cra fone, April 1c 
Joshus. Te Makes, . Somme patcneds May 10, 3 T8685. (bei be diana, 
April 1, 18 Gagne fo OFS te een ee. ahs ee 
Adjutant--S. He Starke. . Bg ope ee Se, aes 
quartermaster=—-Re . He Smith. b 
Commiasary--James Hazlett. oe 
Surgeons--Re Be. Maury » Co. Re wayson, "6 
Asst. Surgeens--Ws _ Sei ward, We Be ward, 6 
commissioned” Nove .16,. 1864, ec eas 
Original officers. comms. 
Starke was Besar reas brigade afte. cDecember 


tin cosecerenece een , 


‘any s ay gas. as — : 
“6, . 18625; le Mei 


ma, 


This 5 Hogan (got was: ‘opsantca ait int ee for “tarde vost a ae. ‘Gxtre “ 
d’con consecutively” 


who had. been the Whig. renalaate for Congress” ees ee "en: waRéeea ‘Sole Tn A 


Davis. He had. organized. a cavalry company “dn. “his “home | count, ‘Bolivar, early... oe 
in 1861. Samal Wragg Ferguson, “Taeutecolonel, \was. a natiye: of ‘South Caroling, o 


Graduate of West Point, who resigned a Becond Lit tenancy “gyi “the. First “Dregonns, 
United States Army, to enter the. Corifederate . service. “Asa ‘Brigadiex-General., 
he was associated with. Mississippi troops, ‘throughout . the war. The first. ative 
service of the regiment was occasioned by the. naval ‘attack on “Vicksburg, 
beginning in May, 1862. Five companies of Starke's. Cavalry reinforced Gene. ; 

Me L, Smith, at Vickstirg, and were posted to. watch the flanks. along: ‘ety Tidoo 
and below ‘Yannenton on the Mississippt.. In. June the Secretary of War weiner 
manded oder Capt. We He Jackson, ‘stationed on the. Big Black River, should... 

burn all cottdn. in reach, whether Ehable to fall into enémy's hands or- “note” 


Reginent reported. sige present, tyoops of Genel. Le Smith, Aug a, 1862. 


ee 


~*~” Page 23. Activities of Second Regiment-Cavalry, merged with cee es ae 
a Cavalrye | ae 


oe = Later: the regiment was at. “Bamp Burrus, in Bolivar, County,. They. cparsted, 

| ‘along. the river and in the swampy country, where many contracted. fevers. . “et 

: September, 436 present; 865 present and absent. vee 

.;~,.. fhere 1s a Federal feport of an expedition. fromthe. Missouri, ‘Bhote 6 Boadyar 
" "County and a skirmish with four companies éf, Bolivar County. troops, neat.’ Totten: 
| p-plantation, Coahoma County, August 2, 5862. September 14, . part, . at. least, of the 
i -:pegiment was in a skirmish noar Prentiss, Bolivar County s;" ‘September 19° ‘they 

i _abtacked some transports at Niblett's ing on the Mississippi,” opposite, eee ae 
', ecislend:#-10. Thence they retubned to Camp. Burrus: ‘and from. moved io 
| ..-Panola, In October Colonel Starke was orde ,with his own; “and: "Ma jor. BLyth 
. Commend , to attack a Federal force opposite.) Jelena, but no actions. Aprmars. 
| -<torhave resulted. ara 
-Gompany I, Captain Johnson, was at Vicksburg in. December, 1862, and.took....,. 

ee part. an. the: Chickasaw peal CaMDG LEAs snr est reminder. ope ations sei 3 E! ene 


SEGA, Ahk 2 Jeti, ie BRS: 
p 


re ‘Dorn, about 7, f00 strong, which made the. c 
.,.in' 1863, supporting General Bragg's army, then an ‘the. ‘Shalpeyii 
; «Regiment moved from Okolona to Columbia, Tonnes. in February, .. 
' aofhbey were present at the battle of Thompson's. Station, Mar Olé 
| ““peserves were in the skirmish with Minty's Cavalry at ruasal 5, a Stebion: 
' ©sMareh: 9,:and actively engaged in the attack on Franklin, April 10,. Gener 
Lae Granger. reported that the Fortieth Ohio Infantry, after a stubborn, #45 ht, 
-Swas: finally foreed to fall back through.the. town to the rivers. and twas. 
followed by a part of the Twenty-eighth Miss iesipp’ Caval 2x. a ie a 
-. Command of Major Edward P, Jones. But few of the regiment who came into. “town ot 
| 


~ 
on ~~ 


returned." The regiment suffered a heavy loss in killed wounded and ‘capt 
- In General, Orders, April 10, 18635, General We H,. Jackson. mentioned. "the. ged 
and ‘meritorious conduct of officers and men of the Twentyreighth Mississipp. 
+: Cavalry, in the charge upon Franklin. today, When ordered to charge into ‘town, — 
dots they. did so promptly at their swiftest speed, and although in the, face’ of. the 
a my's batteries end houses. lined with sharpshooters, théy,.drove everything’ 
* resistlessly before them and pushed their victorious colums to. the. bank. of — 
. the Harpeth River, killing an wounding a considerable numbar. of the. Oneny.s.: 
and upon returning formed in good order in an open fleld.in easy range. 
under the well-directed fire of the enemy's heavy gunss To | . the sane be, vit 
which they were exposed, attention is directed.to the official eport ar. 
o:WiLled, wounded and missing, The charge. today. into. Franklin, under under, such’ 
-oyverse efrcumstances, finds no parallel in this war, and will embellish. ‘another : 
> page of the history of our country with the martial, acchievements, and elory ae 
.; o£ Southern arms." 
-!°- Van Dorn's campaign, during which he lost hts, dite ‘int a. private. affair, Pies 
«Left Mississippi open to Grierson's raid. and, Grant's. advance .from, Brujnabur 
1 go Jackson-and the. Yazoo River. The Twenty~eighth, | leaving. Tennes 08: ay 
vo Teached Mechanicsburg June 7, a march of about 400. miles. Duz’ = 
operations Cosby's and Whitfield's (Texas) Brigades - constituted. the ‘division of 
General We He. Jackson. June 22, 1863, Lieutenant-Colonel R. C. Wood,. with - 

. Starke's Regiment, Major J. T,. McBee commanding,and Adam's. Regiment, Captain 
SS. B, Cleveland commanding, attacked a detachment of the Fourth Lowa. Cavalry 
under Major Parkell, which had been sent to blockade the road at Birdsong' 8 
ferry on the Big Black. Parkell had with him one howitzer, which WAS posted 

at the head of 4 narrow lane, strongly fenced on each side, and repeated 
charges were made up this lane before the Federal force could be atarted 
and the gun captured. wood reported 5 killed, 16 wounded and 1 missing, and 


and that he took 35 prisoners. | oe gos. 


_ snomy? s cavalry to impede our march, but got to Jackson that. night ‘on iis heels, 


Page '3-- Activities of Second Regiment-Cavalry, merged with Twenty-etghth’ 
*~ Regiment-Cavalry. 


Winey enepenn oh este ms 


After the eracuat toa of Jackson ee ae ‘the ‘reginent was at or nesguanton 


—unt£l moved to'Browmmsville in September. October 10 detachments from: Starke |B, 


and Wirt.Adams' Regiments were attacked near Port Gibson by a force: of TI 


cata agg EePE SS. 


and: Wisconsin’ Cavairy, whose commanding officer ‘reported 11 of | the ‘two ‘rag~ 


4dnients killed. October 14 McPherson's expedition sét out. ‘from Vicksburg’ antend? 


ing to ‘zo to Canton, but on account of the effective résistance made,” praesent 
no: further than Clinton. There were engagements at Brownsville, October‘ Bi. 
on: the Canton road near Brownsville, October 15-16;: Near the Clinton’ and. Vernon” 
cross+roads, October 16; at Bogue Chitto Cheek, : and ‘near ‘Livingston, Oetaber 17; 
and near Clinton, October 18, in which all or pabts of the regiment wera. éngal 
After this the’ regiment was on guard duty between the Pearl ‘and: ag: a 
Rivers to the close of the year. December 25, 1863, Colonel Starke was put in 
command of the brigade, then including the First, Fourth, Twenty-eighth' an and” 


 Ballentine's Regiments. His headquarters was Clinton. 6 continued in ee 


ommand, in Jackson's Division, under the organization Of, phe. “savelrys,.. 
in: 1864," “under Major-General. S. De. Lee. ata Se ht Seis 
to He ee Ee 7 
c Ab: the’ outset of Sherman's raid to Meridian, the’ peleste’: met the" 5 Atel of. 
Hurlbut's colum near the Jo@ Davis plantation, giving battle there February’ 4 
the Twenty-eighth being commanded by Major McBee. General Wirt Adams likewise — 
encountered MePherson'ec columm, but neither Confederate force: was strong. enough 
to.make serious resistance. Next. day, having retired: ‘through’ Clinton, . and: Py 
Captain Ratliff reporting a flank movement on the Springs -road, , Starke: felis" 
back through Jackson and out on the Canton road. General Sherman’ reported nat 
February 5 was “one continuous skirmish for 18 miles, but we didnot allow ¢ 


Men 


-Loring'and French were marching at the timp to concentrate. with the, covalny 
at: Jackson, but. were too late. "We got into Jatkson first, secured. their Mets "Re 
pontoon bridges repaired it and commenced crossing Pkari‘Biver on the 6. ‘and. a ‘ 
the \'7th marched into Brandon.” Starke, under the- immediate’ direction. of’ Gen=""""~ 
eral dackson, followed, and hada brisk engagement before Meridian on. the’ 14th, 
with Wisconsin Cavalry fighting on foot. Shermen’ then begun. the destracttén™ “of 
Meridian, as the great military center of the Southwest. He reported: "For 5 days — 
10,000 men worked with a will....Meridian, with its depots, storehouses, arsenal, 
hospitals, | offices, hotels and cantonements no longer exists." The railroad | 


_ was also destroyed from Jackson to Meridian, from Meridian north to ‘randerdaile 


Springs, South to Quitman and East about twenty miies. This was all. preparatory . 
tothe campaign against Atlanta. Forrest and Chalmers were busied: with’ ‘Sooy. | 
Smith! s cavelry raid from Memphis, which was easily routed in the ‘woods, | One 
“akatonchee Creek. Starke waited three days about Meridian and then “he * also * 
.ent to help against Sooy Smith, but found on reaching Starkville that Smith 
was routed. 


‘oa 
_ 1fo-15--deravities\ of 
a 


| ‘Second ee ale Ai pa J 
fthira to oe Jo Carter. | ee ee ee ee 


of Second Reginent- “Cavalry, merged with Twenty-elghth _ 
ae ee # . 


_ When Selma’ was, taken. they - were | compelled | to retire in the night, thirty m nileny 
across the Cahawba River, after: w. which. ¢ Ree eet Fo Livingston and wa Into” 
camp, There the. last mster Polis werd mda, 


@, up April 31, 1865, The Cap-. a 
| pedoanel et ‘by. General. -Richard Taylor‘ occurred May 4, 1865. 
i. 1865, reas 


The cavalry — f 
ore ieee chee were. warrenderet at i eat ae, oe May 8, 


i ee nenaa gee : Bile Goa 
gmat ‘Ss. atort,, jentistea at Monroe, Tas, 4 ira, “1862, 
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WAGNOLIA, DUPLIN COUNTY, "NeGe HIS . oe ae 
FATHER PURCHASED A TRAGIC OF LAND cone ar een ! 
\ | gIstING OF 1, 700 ACRES WHICH-HE WAS.  - | On 


| 
1 
' 
i 
Xe ; 


me WHAT IS NOW THE TOWN OF KENANSVILLE, - eo! : a: lan 
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ONE FAMILY RECORD 


TR.MK. REG. U.S. PAT. OFF, 


Sheet No. 

ceneration JOHN OSBOURN POWELL, Z11 os 
“jh liadbandta Meme gag Ss stip Sarees, ete. ET: 
: ais A) CENSUS ‘B 
| MARY SLOAN-POWELL a ( SUS F 
ee ea age ais “-/- (B) CENSUS. F 
Residence YANTLEY, CHOCTAW COUN @i cs. (ce) casts 
a a |  (D) WILLIAMS 
- memvts JOHN O» POWELL WAS BORN IN NEW | (BE) DICKSON | 
m : HIS 9) a 
BECAME CRAVEN COUNTY, NORTH CAROLINA « ‘OSBOURM, | 
| _‘WHEN FOUR YEARS OF AGE, AFTER THE : oe ALABA 
,  (G) DEED, BC 


DEATH. OF HIS MOTHER, HE WAS TAKEN BY OCT 10, 


: HIS PATHER, JOHN OSBOURN POWELL, IJ, 7 a ee ee 


PONE TImCARR=DICKSON« _THIS WAS AT: 


| 


70 COMB INTO POSSESSION OF UPON HIS ist 
BIRTHDAY. THIS IAND LAY AND COMPR ISD a > oe 


: ET ee a CoN COREOISE 135 Lo | Pe ae 
| WAS ACCEPTED AND DEDUCTED FROM THE MAIN BODY OF TAMs INUh2 HB 
LIES OF NORTH CAROLINA TO ATABAMA, = 


ae wee ETE OTHER OLD FAMI 
. “H-FERMED THE NOTHERN PART OF WHAT 


am fAS, WITH HIS WIFE, MARY SLOAN, AMONG THe 
AW COUNTY, AIABAMA. 


13 NOW CHO CTAN COUNTY. 
*D)UNDERS OF CONCORD BAPLIST cHIRG, YANTLEY, CHOCI 


; | 
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ONE FAMILY RECORD 


Sheet No. 


Generation 


Wite’s Maidon Name NANCY BOWSER 
Residence MAGNOLIA DUPLIN COUNTY NORTH 


CAROLINA, U.S ele 
Remarks : : es 
0 ig I eR aL 


Husband’s Name SLOAN DAV ID IIT , 
a ee 


TR.MK. REQ. U.S. PAT. OFF, 


(A) REVOLUT TONARY WAR RECO! 
SLOAN, III, WHO wm: 
NORTH CAROLINA, 


(B) LETTER WRItTHy TO BENT 
COUNTY, WORTH CAROLINA, 
CHILDREN OF DAVID SLOAi 


of G) RECORDS FROM FAMILY By 


(D) RECORDS FROM FAMILY BIB: 
(E) UNIDED STATES CENSORS Bi 


(F) UNITED STATES CENS@RS | 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY © 
P. Oo. BOX 571 
JACKSON 5, MISSISSIPPI 


CHARLOTTE CAPERS April 20, 1961 


DIRECTOR 


Mr. William L. Blanks 
2514-34th Avenue 
Meridian, Mississippi 


Dear Mr. Blanks: 


In compliance with your request of April 17, | am enclosing 
a certificate of the military service of James Blanks, as shown in the 
Official Confederate Military Records on file in the Department. Also 
enclosed is a certificate of the military service of F. Blanks. 


You may be interested to know that Company C of the 
Second Regiment of Mississippi Cavalry, CSA, was known as the Lauder- 
dale Cavalry, of Lauderdale County, and enlisted March 8, 1862, at 
Lauderdale. — 


Your request for genealogical information concerning Ludie 
Smith has been referred to Mrs. Jane Melton, genealogist for this De- 
partment. | feel sure you will hear from her within the next few days. 


Whenever we can be of further service to you, please do 
not fail to call on us. 


Sincerely yours, 


Charlotte Capers 


CC:n 


enclosures 


DEPARTMENT OF 
ARCHIVES AND HISTORY 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
JACKSON 


April 20, 1961 


CHARLOTTE CAPERS 
DIRECTOR 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 
COUNTY OF HINDS 


CITY OF JACKSON 


This is to certify that the Official Confederate Military 
Records on file in the Department of Archives and History show that 
JAMES BLANKS was a member of the Second Regiment of Mississippi 
Cavalry, CSA; and that he served as a Private in Company C of this 


Regiment. 


WITNESS MY HAND AND SEAL THIS THE TWENTIETH 


DAY OF APRIL, NINETEEN HUNDRED AND SIXTY ONE. 


CHARLOTTE CAPERS 


DIRECTOR 


_ fel... 


COMPANY C, SECOND MISSISSIPPI CAVALRY 


Surrendered at Citronnelle, Ala., May 4, 1865 and paroled at Gainesville, 
Ala., May 14, 1965. 


1. Walker, R. P. lst. Sgt. Lauderdale County, Miss. 
2.  Siliman, 5S. 2nd. Sgt. dg " sd 
3. Miles, J. D. 3rd. Sgt. is " J 
he Grahan, W. Je Lthe Sgt. " a 
5. Walker, W. T. lst. Corp. " c . 
6. Pender, J. E. 2nd. Corp. id " " 
7. #£=‘Tulil, 3rd. Corp. a Hd . 
8. Wood, J. W. kth. Corp. n " " 
9. Bell, J. W. Private 7 ae ¥ 
10. + #£Ball, Private ey us di 
ll. Blanks, Fe... Private " " sd 
12. Blanks, Jas. Private " " ds ; 
3. Burdo,). Private mn a " 
lk. Brown, F. Me Private att ml a, 
15. Coll lor Cobb) R. S. Private " f f 
16.  Calons ( or Calins) Private n " ne 
17. Creg, Je Ae Private " " " 
18.  Coard, J. W. Private " ~ " 
19. Gibbs, E. C. Private Sumgter County, Ala. 
20. Gordon, A. D. Private Clark County, Miss. 
21. Gordon, E. Be Private Lauderdale County, Miss. 
.22. Graham, G. de Private Lauderdale County, Miss. 
23. Grossman, C. F. Private Sumter County, Ala. 
2h.  Hamner,G. W. Private Wilcox County, Ala. 
25. Hussey, Ae Ge Private Lauderdale County, Miss. 
26. Jimerson, J. G. Private ‘" n " 
27. 14x\Jones, F. M. Private " is 
28.  # King, G. W. Private " " " 
29. King, B. F. Private 7 x " 
30. Lackey, J. L. Private r i 7 
31. Lackey, Samuel Private " n dg 
32.  # McElroy, K. L. Private us id ig 
33. McElroy, GA. Private id " i 
34. Miller, J. Private " * be 
35. Moore, G J. Private a" " y 
36. Moore, John Private : an i 
37. Megren, H. E. Private ag 7 id 
38. Neill, G. W. Private. be a . 
39.  Obanon, John Private | a. . Me 
LO. Payton, J. F. Private . " se 
hl. Rodgers, P. A. Private Sumter County, Ala. 
h2- Segars, R. Private Lauderdale County, Miss. 
43. Segars, BW. Private . 7 " 
Lhe Sims, We Ae Private a " 7 
h5e Sims, W. A. Jr. Private " " " 
46. Shelton, Jd. Ve Private " " w 
47. Simons, 0. Ge Private e 4 " 
48. Stevens, E. S. ; Private " ad 
49.  Teral, Joseph Private : " i i 
50. Tinon, J. F. : Private a " n 


ey, 


{ 


Page 2 


51. Tucker, Wm. Private Lauderdale County, Miss. 
52. Walker, J. R. Private " uf ° 
53. Walker, R. T. Private " " ai 
' oh, Walker, J. D. Private " " ” 
554 Webb, J. R. Private « if id 
56. Williams, H. Private " " 7 
57. Williamson, J. L. Private m if " 
58. Wood, J. Private n " " 
59. Young, Je Te Private " " " 
DETACHMENT 
60. Joiner, J. Jd. Private Co. K, 2nd, Miss. Cavalry 


Scott County, Miss. 
4th Sgt. Co. K, 2nd Miss. Cavalry 


61. Yarbrough, W. T. 
Scott County, Miss. 


TAKEN FROM PHOTOSTATIC COPY OF COMPANY C, SECOND MISS. Cee RECEIVED 
FROM WASHINGTON BY Mr. Lamar R, King, SIDON, MISS. 
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BOARD MEMBERS 
| soaRD* =a 


WILLIAM H. ROBBINS* ~~ 


OFFICERS COLUMBUS, MISSISSIPPI 


SETH HUDSPETH 
CHAIRMAN 


ROBERT S. BROWN 


JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI JACKSON MISSISSIPPI 


wy MRS. G. Ci MCGINNIS 


VicE CHAIRMAN 
HATTIESBURG, MISSISSIPPI 


J. GO. SNOWDEN Ww. A. BLACKLEDGE, MANAGER 
SECRETARY-TREASURER BOX ae WEST BEACH 
JACKSON, MISS!ISS!IPPI nicaxi MISSISSIPPI 
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BEAUVOIR 


Jefferson Davis Shrine ie * 
April 29, I96I. 
: PY 
Mr.William L.Blanks. se 
251k4-34th Avenue. | 
Meridian, 
Mississippi. “4 
Dear Mr.Blanks; ee 
Replying to your letter relative to nne 
Mrs. Ludie Smith Blanks,our records indicate that Mrs. 
Blanks entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's Home on July 
9th ,193I from Lauderdale County,Mississippi and was at 
that time 80 years of age which of course shows she was 
born in I85I. Her record shows she was the widow of one 
William Smith and gave as her next of kin a Mrs. Bettie 
Mosby Blanks, 90I -28th avenue. Meridian,Mississippi. 
The record shows futher that she died on August 28th 1933 
and was buried in Beauvoir Cemetery which is here on our ’ 
property. 
Hopeing this is information of importance to you and 
thanking you for your incuiry,l am , : - 
\ : Sincerel ours | 
— y 2 | / os ) 
¢ wy ; a] ww ; : \ 
oo W.A.Blatkiedge 
tases TOMBSTONE + BEAUVOIR CEMSTRY 
a an Ci . 
LY oti ey LAURA V. BLANKS > S85 
Te a Died August 28, 1933 : 
_ Age 82 yrs. : 


Meridian, Mississippi 
July 5, 1961 


State Board of Health 
Vital Statistics Department 
Jackson, Mississippi 
Gentlemen: 

I am trying to find the birth date of 
Ludie Smith Blanks, widow of James L. Blanks. She 
entered Jefferson Davis Soldier's Home July 9, 1931 
and died there August 28, 1933 and was buried in 
Beauvoir Cemetery, Biloxi. | 

If the death certificate indicates a date 
of birth, will you kindly advise. 

Yours very truly, 


fp Re, 
; CUT 


William L. Blanks 


a aed 


STATE OF MISSISSIPP! 
DEPARTMENT OF ARGHIVES AND HISTORY 
Pp. Oo. BOX 571 
JACKSON S, MISSISSIPPI 


April 25, 1961. 


CHARLOTTE CAPERS 
DIRECTOR 


Mr. William L. Blanks 
2514 - 34th Avenue 
Meridian, Mississippi 


Dear Mr. Blanks: 


In reply to your inquiry of April 17 I regret that we 
do not have any records that would give the birth and death dates of 
Iudie Smith Blanks. Birth and death records were not required to be 
kept in Mississippi until 1912. If this lady died after 1912 you 
might be able to get a copy of her death certificate - which would 
give whatever dates were available at the time of her death - from 
the Vital Statistics Department of the State Board of Health, Jackson. 


You might write the superintendent of the Beauvoir wal ype 
Shrine, Biloxi, Mississippi, and see what records they have. <—~ 


Wie have census records up through 1880 if you knew the 
place the lady lived at any given census year. Our records are on 
microfilm and are not alphabetical so our limited staff cannot check 
them due to the time involved. We are glad to recommend persons out- 
side of the Department who do this sort of work for a reasonable fee. 


lirs. Acruman and I became "pen pals” some years ago. 
I had not met her personally until a year or So ago when she and her 
daughter came by the Department. She has been here once since. 
She is a lovely person. I trust you will be able to get the informa- 
tion you need without any trouble. 


Sincerely yours, ~« 
né Melton 
tesea Librarian 


me 


and: briars. 
away some of the brush and exarn- 
ined the stone. Although black and. 
weathered with age, it was in a 
good state of preservation. The! 
carvings were deeply etched, but! 
barely readable because of dis-. 


coloration." \ 


‘While clearing away the brush, | 
Covington came upon a smaller | 


back up facing the wrong direction. | peace. 
* Can Find No Descendants 

' I was interested to know if there 

were any descendants of the Nor- 

ris family in this area. Courthouse. 


| records contain evidence of Wil-: 


liam S. Norris’ activities as early 
as March 1844. At that time, three | 
months after the death of Rebec-. 
ca, a Of Gill was recorded : 


‘noting the sale of a 12-year-old | 
ro girl nam ney to Lou- 


e 
i Pod acannon 
er deed records the sale of 


stone which he guessed correctly! Isa fi. 


to be the footstone. This, too, car-: 
ried a carved legend. 
_ Place Hard to Reach | 
Both stones bore the name Re- | 
becca Fincher Norris. Covington | 


told this reporter about the find:: 


-and in company with Covington: 
and his two children, Sandra and_ 
Gerald, I visited the grave. 

It is not easy to get to. It is 


four slave children to Mary 
Haynes for $1200. The children 
ranged in age from four to eight 
years. 
_Had a Second Wife |. 
Later on, 1854, ‘Norris recorded 


pen instrument dividing seven 


‘slaves among his children, includ- 


.ing his only son, William S. Nor- 


located on a hilltop about soo [Hs Junior, and his daughters all 
yards west of River Road, south ‘of whom were married. 


of Enterprise. You. drive down _ The last. item of record on Wm. | 


_S. Norris is an interesting settle- 


turn-off road which leads up to 
Wautubbe ‘Mountain. 
yards south’ of the turn-off, you 
come.to. a culyert which carries a 
branch under ‘the road. You leave 
your car there then strike. off into. 
the woods on the right side of the 
road, following the creek around 
till you’ come to a point where 
you can climb the hill. On the 
very top of the hill, you will 
find the grave. 

There are no other graves, nor 
any cemetery anywhere near the 
place. The burial site was Un- 


doubtedly chosen with some ap- 
preciation for the fitness of: lhe 
place. Lofty, remote and hard to 
reach—it makes the perfect last 
resting place. Es 

1 had brought a ‘piece of yellow 
chalk. 


with me with- which I 


4 oth stones to make the 


le. The chalk 
out, vividly and 
word of the 


f 


" FINCHER ' NORRIS 
‘born during the revolutionary 
‘struggle: died Jan. | 25th 1844. | 
Nearly four times..11 years the 


happy wife of Wm. S. Norris and. |. 


Mother of one’ son:and:7 daugh-’ 
-tepgiall the. heads ‘of families;’’ 
istian: ‘she.“rejoiced: -t 


About 100 | 
beth, made on Dec. 18, 1854. In 


ment with his second wife, Eliza- 


this rather melancholy .document, 
Norris gives up his horse and bug- 
gy, a rifle, some odds and ends 
of household furnishings, and sev- 
eral slaves to his ‘wife on condi- 
tion that she have no further 
claims upon him, his estate or nis 
family. From the wording of these 
deeds it appears that Norris came: 


‘originally from Choctaw county, 
| Alabama. 


The property on which the grave 
is located has been in the Bonney: 
family of Enterprise since the 
early part of the century. .Walter 


}A. Bonney, present owner, said. 
phe. didn’t know about the grave: 
‘and cannot recall ever seeing it, 


although he knows that there are, 
some scattered Negro graves, and 
an old Negro cemetery on his pro- 


ad 


6 and died in: 1844. eee stumbled 
shile. hunting in the: Wautubbe hills about 
f ‘Enterprise. ‘There ‘is no cemetery any- 
@ place. “The stone, though weathered with 
eserved but the inscription was barely read- 

hot grapher , rubbed yellow chalk over iti 
“stand out. Note the expression on the 


—Phote by Jim Halleyg 


a ee mee, 


_AND. THE. MERIDIAN STAR: I read with in- 
cle in March 4’s Star about the grave near Enter 


f this. -person. Since Choctaw hcl was mentioned, 
ild::bé; This family: that I knew lived near the .line; 
een: 3 Choctaw pean Alabama and. Clarke. County, ert 


ped 


L4 


